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SUB J : CLARIFICATION OF U.S. LAW ON ENLISTMENT IN FOREIGN 
MILITARY SERVICE 

1 . THE PRESENCE OF AMERICAN CITIZENS SERVING IN THE RHODESIAN 
SECURITY FORCES IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY 

CONTENTIOUS ISSUE IN OUR CONTACTS WITH RHODESIAN NATIONALIST 
GROUPS AND GRZ OFFICIALS. IN ADDITION TO THIS SORE POINT IN SOME 
AFRICAN PERCEPTIONS OF U.S. ACTIONS IN THIS PARTY OF THE WORLD, 
EMBASSIES IN STATES NEIGHBORING RHODESIA HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
CONFRONTED WITH AMERICAN DESERTERS FROM SMITH'S ARMY. AS THE 
GUERRILLA WAR CONTINUES. MORE DESERTIONS, AS WELL AS CASUALTIES, 
MAY BE EXPECTED. 

2. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPT CLARIFICATION ON 
POINT OF U.S. LAW REGARDING OUR CITIZENS JOINING A FOREIGN 
MILITARY SERVICE. IT SEEMS TO US THAT PAST DISCUSSION 

HAS EVOLVED AROUND LEGAL CONSEQUENCES ARISING FROM 
POSSIBLE VIOLATION OF IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT. 

EMBASSY WISHES TO DRAW ATTENTION TO SECTION 959(A) OF 
TITLE 18 IN U.S. CODE: "WHOEVER, WITHIN THE UNITED 
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STATES, ENLISTS OR ENTERS HIMSELF, OR HIRES OR RETAINS 
ANOTHER TO ENLIST OR ENTER HIMSELF, OR TO GO BEYOND THE 
JURISDICTION OF THE UNITED STATES WITH INTENT TO BE 
ENLISTED OR ENTERED IN THE SERVICE OF ANY FOREIGN PRINCE, 

STATE, COLONY, DISTRICT, OR PEOPLE AS A SOLDIER OR AS A 
MARINE OR SEAMAN ON BOARD ANY VESSEL OF WAR, LETTER 
OF MARQUE, OR PRIVATEER, SHALL BE FINED NOT MORE THAN 
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$1,000 OR IMPRISONED NOT MORE THAN THREE YEARS, OR BOTH." 
BY OUR READING, 959 IS AT VARIANCE WITH STATEMENT BY 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE SPOKESMAN BEFORE CONGRESS AS 
REPORTED UNDER MARCH 16, 1977 DATELINE IN WIRELESS: 

"IT IS NOT UNLAWFUL FOR A CITIZEN OR OTHER PERSON IN THE 
UNITED STATES TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY WITH THE INTENT TO 
ENLIST IN A FOREIGN MILITARY SERVICE." 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE RECONCILE SECTION 959 WITH 
JUSTICE STATEMENT AND CLARIFY U.S. LAW PERTAINING TO 
CITIZEN LEAVING U.S. WITH INTENT TO JOIN FOREIGN MILITARY 
SERVICE. 

CLINGERMAN 
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